
Since the first days of Barnes' AIDS insurgency blogging a year ago 
when I encountered him on Dean's World, he has constantly asked 
"Team AIDS, Inc." for a simple accounting of the peer-reviewed 
scientific papers that proved HIV to be the cause of AIDS. Of course 
nothing but hand waving replies were all he ever received because there 
are no such papers in the vast scientific literature which either 
collectively or individually prove the biggest bald-faced lie in medical 
history. However, the question when rephrased more accurately has the 
extremely precise answer documented below. 

The proper formulation of the Hank question is "What peer-reviewed 
papers convinced the scientific and popular media that a virus now 
called HIV was the cause of AIDS? 

 

Fast Food Etiology: It Came Quick, but "Where's The Beef ?"  

A simple PubMed search of 1984/85, the critical years in which AIDS went 
from a mysterious affliction to an infectious disease, reveals the three critical 
papers whose abstracts are reproduced here.  

After the Weiss Nature paper, essentially every publication in the scientific  
literature regarding "AIDS causation" assumes that its title is 100% accurate.  

Homology of genome of AIDS-associated virus with genomes of 
human T-cell leukemia viruses. 
 
Arya SK, Gallo RC, Hahn BH, Shaw GM, Popovic M, Salahuddin SZ, 
Wong-Staal F. 
 
A T lymphotropic virus found in patients with the acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) or lymphadenopathy syndrome has been postulated to be the 
cause of AIDS. Immunological analysis of this retrovirus and its biological 
properties suggest that it is a member of the family of human T-lymphotropic 
retroviruses known as HTLV. Accordingly, it has been named HTLV-III. In the 
present report it is shown by nucleic acid hybridization that sequences of the 
genome of HTLV-III are homologous to the structural genes (gag, pol, and env) 
of both HTLV-I and HTLV-II and to a potential coding region called pX located 
between the env gene and the long terminal repeating sequence that is unique to 
the HTLV family of retroviruses. 

Science. 1984 Aug 31;225(4665):927-30 

 
Molecular cloning and characterization of the HTLV-III virus 
associated with AIDS. 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Gallo+RC%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Arya+SK%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Gallo+RC%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Hahn+BH%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Shaw+GM%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Popovic+M%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Salahuddin+SZ%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_Abstract&term=%22Wong%2DStaal+F%22%5BAuthor%5D


Hahn BH, Shaw GM, Arya SK, Popovic M, Gallo RC, Wong-Staal F. 
 
We recently reported the isolation and characterization of a novel human T-
lymphotropic retrovirus, HTLV-III, in patients with acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) and in those at risk for the disease. After extensive sero-
epidemiological studies, together with numerous virus isolations from these 
patients, we concluded that HTLV-III is the causative agent of AIDS. Here we 
report the molecular cloning and characterization of two highly related but 
distinct forms of the HTLV-III genome. The viral genome is approximately 10 
kilobases long and is detected in HTLV-III-infected cells but not in uninfected 
cells, including normal human tissue, indicating that this virus is exogenous to 
man. We also demonstrate distant nucleic acid sequence homology between the 
cloned genome of HTLV-III and those of HTLV-I and HTLV-II. The 
availability of the cloned HTLV-III genome will now allow an unambiguous 
comparison of this virus with other retroviruses that also have been associated 
with the pathogenesis of AIDS, and moreover, with facilitate the development of 
diagnostic and therapeutic measures in the treatment of AIDS.  

Nature. 1984 Nov 8-14;312(5990):166-9  

The CD4 (T4) antigen is an essential component of the receptor for 
the AIDS retrovirus. 
 
Dalgleish AG, Beverley PC, Clapham PR, Crawford DH, Greaves MF, 
Weiss RA. 
 
Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is characterized by opportunistic 
infections and by 'opportunistic neoplasms' (for example, Kaposi's sarcoma). 
Persistent generalized lymphadenopathy (PGL) is epidemiologically associated 
with AIDS, especially in male homosexuals. A subset of T lymphocytes positive 
for the CD4 antigen (also termed T4 antigen), is depleted in AIDS and PGL 
patients. A retrovirus found in T-cell cultures from these patients is strongly 
implicated in the aetiology of AIDS because of the high frequency of isolation 
and the prevalence of specific antibodies in the patients. Here we have detected 
cell-surface receptors for the AIDS retrovirus (human T-cell leukaemia virus-III 
(HTLV-III) and lymphadenopathy-associated virus-1 (LAV-1) isolates) by 
testing the susceptibility of cells to infection with pseudotypes of vesicular 
stomatitis virus bearing retroviral envelope antigens, and by the formation of 
multinucleated syncytia on mixing virus-producing cells with receptor-bearing 
cells. Receptors were present only on cells expressing CD4 antigen; among 155 
monoclonal antibodies tested, each of the 14 anti-CD4 antibodies inhibited 
formation of syncytia and blocked pseudotypes. Productive infection of CD4+ 
cells with HTLV-III or LAV-1 markedly reduced cell-surface expression of 
CD4. In contrast, receptors for HTLV-I and HTLV-II were not restricted to 
CD4+ cells, were not blocked by anti-CD4 antibodies; cells productively 
infected with HTLV-I and HTLV-II expressed surface CD4. Hence, we 
conclude that the CD4 antigen is an essential and specific component of the 
receptor for the causative agent of AIDS. 

Nature. 1984 Dec 20-1985 Jan 2;312(5996):763-7 
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If you bought this burger, I am thinking something like a cross between the old 
horse about after eating Chinese food and Montezuma's revenge is an 
appropriate closing metaphor. 


